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' Pickéis, Pro%esf
CityPlanfoCut
1-Palm Trees

More than- 100 pickets, demon-
strated -today. on a: Highland® Ave.
median” stripi-near::Oakwood : Ave,
against-what tlgéy said was'a city de-
cision : {o:cut "down ‘palmtrees on
nghlaixv Aveste make room for

A group éa[le ‘the Commlttee to
Save Palm’Trees, made up of Han-
cock Parl, ¥esidents, said they op-
posed: the. addition. of left-turn lanes
because thig: would turn Highland
Ave. into- ar'"dangemus racetrack.”

Spokeswaman, Mrs., Rita Ashen,
33, of 348:N. nghland—Ave said
residents were - jricensed because
they-had not beéh consulted before
the decision to ‘widen the street.

She said residents were also op-
posed because cutting 31 of the ave-
nue's 71 trees—many of which have °
reportedly stood there for 50 to 60
years—would destroy the esthetic
beauty -of the thoreughfare.

She also said the palm-trees were
paid for by residents although they
stood on city property.

Mrs, Ashen said: "Without warn-
ing they told us they want street im-
provement. And this is what they
mean by improvement-—increasing
wraffic flow, taking away what is a
_park to us and removing our green-
ery. "

Later, after meeting -with a dele-
gation of ‘Hancock Park recldents
Councilman John Ferraro said the
city Public Works Department had
agreed to his request to delay the
tree-cutting-project.

Ferraro said he had also asked that
public hearings be held before the
beginning of any work, although a

oanitract had Lirasde ean lot

FIGHT FOR TREES - . Hancock Park residents Ave,, against plans to cut down trees on Hi'ghland

stage protest on Highland Ave., near Oakwood median strip as part of left-turn lane construction.
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